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Why is Max the Mutt different?
• We keep classes small and offer individual, 1:1 instruction
• We prepare students to meet the realistic demands of the workplace and grade on
professionalism as well as course work
• All of our instructors are highly qualified, and the majority are working professionals
• We teach traditional, representational art skills, which help students create
exceptional digital art and are critical for career success
• All our classes and studios are hands on - you are immersed in your program
• Our curriculum is well-developed, tested and industry-informed

“ I owe much of my

success to the values
I learned at this
great school
Adam Klassen
Animation Director at Guru Studio

What programs do you offer?
ANIMATION

CONCEPT ART

4 year diploma program

4 year diploma program

In addition to a series of both
classical and digital animation
courses, the curriculum for this
program includes in-depth
drawing classes, cartooning,
acting for animation, character
design, background painting &
design, and a sequence of visual
language, storytelling and
storyboarding courses. In Year 3,
each student produces an
original short, using 2D
computer animation. In Year 4,
students complete a group 3D
film project, with an environment
and feel set up to mimic the
studio environment as closely as
possible.

The Concept Art Program is the
only in-depth program offered in
Canada in design for video
games and animation that
includes both development of
high level traditional
representational fine art skills, as
well as the application of this
knowledge to inform a full range
of digital design. Environment,
prop, and character design are
important components, as are
visual storytelling, layout for
animation, film language and
storyboarding, as well as 3D
modelling, texturing, asset
development, and matte
painting, a VFX skill.

Career Area Examples

Career Area Examples
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Traditional/2D/3D Animator
Compositor
Lighting Artist
Rigger
Production Manager
Storyboard Artist
Background Painter
2D/3D Layout Artist
Animation Director
Technical Director
3D Modeler & Texture Artist
2D/3D Designer
Colour Artist
FX Animator
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Concept Artist
2D Environmental Design
3D Environmental Design
Background Painter
Layout Artist/Supervisor
Game Artist
Character Designer
Prop Designer
Creature Designer
Matte Painter
Storyboard Artist

ILLUSTRATION &
STORYTELLING FOR
SEQUENTIAL ARTS
4 year diploma program
This program gives students a
broad and highly employable
skill base that includes using
digital media, creating mobile
comics, knowledge of the entire
Adobe Suite, essential graphic
design and illustration for
advertising skills, storyboarding
for film and advertising. Year 4
contains a full year graphic novel
development course that leaves
each graduate with a package
that can be pitched to
publishers. Core courses include
all the basics of creating,
penciling and inking comics,
storytelling and scripting for
comics, and children's book
illustration.

Career Area Examples
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Writer, Penciller, Inker,
Letterer, Colourist, Editor in
mainstream comics
Illustrator/designer for
advertising, packaging,
children's books, and
magazines
Storyboarding Artist at an
animation studio, gaming or
entertainment company
Author and/or Artist of
original graphic novels

Applying to Max the Mutt
What is the Application Process?
1. Schedule a tour to visit our school or an information session on Skype (for those who live far away).
This is your chance to interview us and see if we might be a good fit for you.
2. Book a Portfolio Review (in person or by Skype if you are far).
3. Your reviewer will tell you at the end of your review if you’ve been accepted. If you have not been
accepted, your reviewer will explain why, and offer constructive suggestions. We offer portfolio
development courses to support those who need extra help getting their portfolios ready.
4. If you are accepted, and are a Preferred Applicant, you have a month to sign your contract and make
your first payment. If you are a Regular Applicant, you can sign your contract when and if you are
ready – but please note the diploma programs do fill up and you will not be guaranteed a spot.
What are Preferred verses Regular Applicants?
Preferred Applicants know that we are their first-choice school and if accepted, know they are ready to
commit. Their spot is guaranteed as long as they sign their contract and make their first payment within one
month of acceptance. Regular Applicants are those who apply, but are still not sure if they want to commit.
If accepted, Regular Applicants are welcome as long as we still have seats available in their program.

What are the deadlines to apply?
Max the Mutt accepts applications on a rolling basis throughout the school year. We recommend you book
your portfolio review by February 1, 2020.

Financial Information
How much is tuition?
First year tuition is $11,850 ($14,000 for international students). Tuition is not due all at once – students can
pay in six installments per academic year.

Do you offer scholarships or bursaries?
We have two scholarships available for students entering year one – the Sean Michael Stewart Memorial
Scholarship (for Canadian students) and the New Canadians Scholarship. You must have been accepted into
a program to apply for either of these scholarships. Contact admissions for more information about these
scholarships and how to apply.
We also offer some bursaries to students in second year and above who are in excellent academic standing
and can show significant financial need.

Can I get OSAP?
Max the Mutt is not an OSAP eligible school. Many of our students, however, apply for a student line of
credit at their local bank. A student line of credit is similar to OSAP in that you do not have to begin paying
back your loan until 6 months after graduation, and interest rates are lower than a regular loan.

Academic Information
What schedule can I expect as a student?

Many of our instructors are full time, working professionals – which means they can only teach in the
evenings and on weekends. Typically, therefore, students will have classes throughout the week, including
on evenings and weekends. We try and ensure every group has at least two full days in a row off each week.
Our students can expect between 25-30 hours of classes and labs a week, with up to three hours of
homework per class.

How big are the classes?
Our groups max out at 17 students each, so the vast majority of your classes and labs will have 17 people or
less. Rarely, we may combine smaller groups for certain lectures – for example, we had one lecture this
semester - History of Animation - with 50 people (by comparison, other colleges may have up to 50 people
in a group and 150 people in a class).

How does the grading work?
We do not assign letter or % grades, but rather use the following system: REPEAT, LOW PASS, PASS, HIGH
PASS, PASS WITH HONOURS. Students must receive a pass in Professional Behaviour in addition to course
content.

Student Life at Max the Mutt
What student support services do you offer?
We have student support staff who is there to support students academically as well as mentally and
emotionally. They also help students with things like financing options, finding housing, and looking for
part-time employment during the school year. We run a week-long orientation for first year students, as
well as a fun re-orientation for 2nd-4th year students. There is a great sense of community at Max the Mutt,
and we encourage participation through other events like visits to the Royal Winter Fair, the ROM,
Volunteer Days and other activities.

Can I work while attending school?
Many of our students do work part time, but we recommend you do not work more than 20 hours per
week while studying. Students do get almost five months off during the summer (mid-April to August), and
many will work full time during those months to save for the year. There are some part-time jobs available
at the school.
Does Max the Mutt have dorms?
We do not, but there is a lot of affordable housing in our area. We have a Housing Group to help students
find apartments, and many students also use it to find roommates from the school to share costs.

What safety precautions does your school have?
Our school can only be entered with a fob, which are carefully monitored for access. For our evening
classes, we hire a security person to ensure students feel safe exiting the school.

Max the Mutt is a small, unique private art school
specializing in fine art, illustration, graphic novels and
animation. The quality of the faculty is exceptional,
comprised of many artists and designers with industry
experience. The environment reflects a congenial and

creative atmosphere that encourages and supports the

students and clearly brings out the very best in them. The
students’ work is really amazing, inventive and

technically brilliant, demonstrating a tremendous

amount of enthusiasm and talent. Their work is clearly on
a par with the best of the industry and the graduates
are all likely to have a tremendous impact on their
generation of illustrators and animators.
Clive Smith
Co-Founder, Nelvana Ltd

Get in Touch!
Max the Mutt College of Animation, Art & Design
2944 Danforth Avenue, Toronto, ON M4C 1M5
admissions@maxthemutt.com | 416-703-6877
www.maxthemutt.com

